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Ocean Wee 12

usic joarnahsts, what de they know?
If vou dido't readd Tree Ont and
| bought a copy of the latest REM album
because some other magazine raved dhaut
L Arau dre prossabsy disinchine] o believe
anyiieng & rocl critic says pver again.
Whichis good, because the preszrelease for
Habib Koités npew  album,  'Barm’
(Putumaya) quotes some scribe as sayvimg
| the Malmn guitanat. 12 The  African
Clapton’, Inwhich case; Cesana Evorais the
African Celine Dhon. Class A shite: of
COLrEE; UL 2aves having to thind of upset
anarttstwhowould love mogarner the same
armint of attenfion-as every corsel-wear-
ing, hair-weave-denyviog,  rhings-coatch
skinmeed western agasi

Here's the dieal, then: Keite playsabeauti-
[l acoustic guitar over simple. afficling
miclatie= and compheated thvthms; if he iz
to b comipared to anvbady, be is @ male
Rolia Traoré a hMalian pop star who sells
zileh at homse becanse he isn't traditiona]
enough. Which s West Africa’s lossandaur

graiT. becanse you don't have to attencd
eventhe classes al SOAS iomderstznd and
adore What he 15 domg. His vaice: reeks
class oo (if youare justzkimming and need
areference todecide whetheringo tothe TiE,

~eal wouldn't be a million miles away
vocally, b the music really is good), Oh
ves, and a5 8 sungwriter, he's the Mahan
Lale Porter. He's great then, though not even
necougld get rid af the stench from the REM
album in my rodem; Dawed Htoheon



